CLIPPER ...

Pan Am Film Archives
to be Preserved in
Partnership with

SFO Museum

Movies, photos, and recorded
interviews tell the story of Pan
Am’s historic past dating back to
the founding of the company.

By Ed Trippe

In 2021, the Pan Am Historical Foundation
(PAHF) made an important acquisition

of Pan Am’s historic film library. The

films date back to Pan Am’s founding and
include an extensive collection of movies
and still photographs. In addition, PAHF
has assembled an impressive collection of
recorded interviews with historic figures who
contributed to Pan Am’s storied past. Since
acquiring the original film library, other
film collections have been added, and today
the Pan Am Film and Audio Collection
represents the most complete assemblage of
historic moving images and recordings that
exist in the aviation industry.

Important examples from the Film Library
include footage of Pan Am’s flights in

Berty Trippes film frame of M-130
Philippine Clipper
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NEWSLETTER OF THE PAN AM HISTORICAL FOUNDATION

From the President

Adam Aron

True to our name, the mission of the Pan Am

Historical Foundation (PAHF) is to keep a

spotlight on the proud legacy of Pan American

World Airways, the world’s most experienced

airline. Our efforts are important resources that

are widely used by academics, authors, historians, aviation buffs, as
well as by former Pan Am employees.

Significant progress is being made on PAHF’s two biggest projects:
the preservation of historic Pan Am film and video footage dating
back almost a century, and our revitalizing PAHF’s current digital
communications. The latter includes a fully revamped panam.org
website and a compelling digital library named Clipper Hall.

As for the films, in 2021 we acquired nothing less than a visual
record of Pan Am history. As detailed in the accompanying article by
our Chairman Ed Trippe, the SFO Museum and the San Francisco
Aecronautical Society have nobly signed on to work with us and to

be a permanent home for this extensive film and video collection.
Digitizing these precious images will be one of PAHF’s primary
focus areas over the coming years.

And our handsome new panam.org website and our stunning digital
library Clipper Hall have been launched for all to see. We encourage
you to enjoy reading through both, respectively at panam.org and

exhibits.panam.digital. Clipper Hall is particularly engaging, with its

rare films that are absolutely captivating viewing.

Meanwhile, looking to the future, exciting plans are underway to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the founding of Pan Am in 1927.
We will be working closely with our sister organizations—PAME,
World Wings and Clipper Pioneers—to help mark this historic
event, and we welcome your suggestions and participation as we get
ready to celebrate Pan Am’s 100th Anniversary.

Speaking of which, as we approach this landmark, the Pan Am
community is evolving and changing with the passage of time.

As you will read in this issue of Clipper, to better serve their
constituents, World Wings International (WWI) and the Pan Am
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Museum Foundation (PAMF) will consolidate
under the PAMF umbrella by the end of this
year. As has been the case in recent years, the
Pan Am Historical Foundation will continue
to strengthen our ties with the enlarged PAMF
and with Clipper Pioneers going forward.

PAHF was founded in 1992 when Pan
American ceased flight operations. It was a
dedicated effort by Pan Am’ers the world over
to enshrine the unrivaled contributions that
Pan American World Airways made to aviation
history. With a focus on our archives, we
have partnered with prestigious institutions:
including the Richter Library Special
Collections at the University of Miami, the
Smithsonian Institution, the SFO Museum,
Duke University’s John Hartman Center,
Stamford’s Hoover Institute, among others.

Some of our other major initiatives include:
Juan Trippe’s iconic globe being prominently
showcased at the National Air and Space
Museum. LaGuardia Airport’s Marine Air
Terminal celebrating its historic relationship
with Pan Am, featuring a new model of the
Yankee Clipper on display in the rotunda
and the restoration of the mural Flight. The
Across the Pacific three-part PBS documentary
focusing on the early history of the company
and the China Clipper’s first commercial flight

across the Pacific. And the list goes on...

We have worked diligently to keep the Pan Am
name alive and in the public eye. We have

accomplished a great deal—and yet there is
still work to be done. »»
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the early 1930s. Additionally, there are films that capture the
excitement and challenge of Pan Am’s inaugural route across the
Pacific. The collection includes Betty Trippe’s personal films from
the inaugural flight. Other important films include Charles and
Anne Lindbergh’s survey flights of the North Pacific and North
Atlantic, plus many nostalgic images of Pan Am’s iconic Clippers,
including the early Sikorsky aircraft, films of the M-130, China
Clipper, and the B-314, Yankee Clipper. Also included is a unique
film collection from the mid-1930s capturing Pan Am’s operation
of CNAC in China.

Among the most
important films is a
documentary titled
‘Clippers at War,” an
extraordinary history of
Pan Am’s contributions
to the country’s defense
during World War II.
Additionally, there is an
exceptional collection “Clippers at War” title frame

of travel films dating to the

1930s which feature the exotic destinations served in Pan Am’s
global route system. Less exotic, but equally historic are Pan Am’s
extensive training films, engineering and maintenance films,
accident report films, plus many others films recording the early
development and global expansion of the airline.

The Pan Am films were acquired in their original 16mm and
35mm format and have to be handled with care. Accordingly,
it is critical that the collection be professionally managed

and preserved. The initial priority has been a comprehensive
review of the material and the creation of a detailed catalogue.
Some films have already been digitized, and in time the

entire collection will be digitized to ensure its permanent
preservation. The management of the film collection is a
significant financial undertaking, and critical given the
collection’s historic value.

The preliminary budget has been estimated to be in the range of
$900,000 and includes approximately $200,000 already incurred
to date.



Recognizing the significant budget
and technical challenges, PAHF
early on acknowledged the need

to partner with a recognized and
accredited museum, both to
secure the financial support for the
collection and to ensure its long-

term maintenance and management.

The SFO Museum, which already
has an impressive collection of Pan
Am memorabilia, was identified as
the logical partner. The Museum
is an accredited institution and
benefits from the financial support
of the San Francisco Aeronautical
Society and the SFO International
Airport where the Museum is
physically located. As the films are
digitized and transferred to the
SFO Museum, programs will be
developed to show the films to the
public. Additionally, the films will

be available to access online.

PAHF will also provide access
to the film library for its sister

organization, the Pan Am Museum

Foundation (PAMF). Additionally,

the Smithsonian has expressed
interest in having access to the
Film Library, and at some stage
the Richter Library may also wish
to have digital access.

The financial undertaking to
digitize and safeguard the Pan
Am film collection is a major
undertaking and will be PAHF’s
primary focus for the next several
years. We are grateful for the
support we have received to date
both from PAHF members and
the SFO Aeronautical Society. ¥

PAHF’s Latest Film Preservation Grant:

Charlie Wertman Film About The

“China Marines”

By Doug Miller

Several years ago, a package arrived
with some documents. The cover
letter explained that the writer’s long-
time friend Charlie Wertman had
recently passed away. The enclosed
items were related to Charlie’s days
with Pan American Airways, where
he had served as a Radio Officer. The
documents consisted mostly of letters
Charlie had received from other

Pan Am colleagues and were filled
with fascinating reminiscences. The
cover letter also mentioned that there
were also several old movie reels in
Charlie’s collection. Would we want
those too?

The answer of course, was
absolutely yes!

The films arrived, and after a
preliminary review were sent to the
lab we use for film preservation. The
initial review of the films showed
nothing about Charlie’s Pan Am
days, but quite a lot about his prior
occupation as a radio operator with

the US Marines in pre-WWII China.

At that point in time, we decided to
focus on another film collection for a
grant proposal to the National Film
Preservation Foundation (NFPF),
which provides significant financial
support to preserve and digitize
historic motion pictures. But we
didn't forget about Charlie Wertman.
When the NFPF proposal round
came up for 2024, we submitted
Charlie Wertman’s films. A few

weeks later we got the good news: the
application was approved!

Charlie’s films reveal a lot about
what the US Marines—known as
“China Marines”—were doing in
China nine decades ago. As he was
a radio operator, Charlie had access
to a typewriter and he prepared
careful intertitle cards which he
filmed and edited into the footage.
He explained a lot about what he
and his buddies were doing in the
otherwise unidentified sequences.
They are all scenes from a now-
vanished world: sightseeing in
“Peking” (Beijing), exploring an
abandoned German military post,
and rifle practice with Browning
Automatic Rifles, for example.

The project will soon be complete.
In the meantime, we have some
digital “proof files” provided by the
lab for final approval before the
“film out” to new archival master
elements, and they look great!

We're hoping to present another
exciting proposal to the NFPF for
their upcoming grant round for
2025. Stay tuned! ¥



50th Anniversary Operation Babylift:

A Celebration of the Human Spirit

By Linda Freire
Chair, Pan Am Museum Foundation

Fifty years ago, in the final Pan Am’s involvement in the
chaotic days of the Vietnam War, evacuation—its first Babylift flight
thousands of children—many on April 5, and its last flight out of
orphaned or abandoned—were Saigon on April 24, flown under
airlifted out of South Vietnam dangerous conditions to rescue Pan
in a race against time. This Am crew, Saigon Station personnel,
extraordinary mission, launched U.S. business representatives, and
by President Gerald R. Ford, children. Just nineteen days apart,
became the largest humanitarian these events reflect the full measure
airlift of the 20th century. Known of Pan Am’s service and sacrifice.

as Operation Babylift, it was a )
The Museum Foundation was proud

to partner with the Gerald R. Ford

Presidential Foundation and the

global effort driven by courage,
compassion, and conviction.

On April 24, 2025, the Pan Am Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
Museum Foundation hosted a & Museum for the commemoration.
powerful commemorative event: Additional support came from the
Operation Babylift: A Celebration Pan Am Historical Foundation,

of the Human Spirit. The evening World Wings International, and
honored two defining moments Pan American World Airways, LLC
from April 1975 that bookend (formerly Pan Am Brands).
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A highlight of the evening was the
premiere of a short documentary
commissioned by the Foundation:
Operation Babylift: A Celebration of the
Human Spirit, directed by filmmaker
Dirk Braun. The film captures the
global cooperation and moral courage
that defined the mission.

Watch
< The Film

Co-emcees Peter Greenberg, Emmy
Award-winning journalist, and
Tammy Nguyen Lee, acclaimed
filmmaker, guided the evening with
warmth and insight. They
introduced the brave Pan Am crews


https://youtu.be/Dv6fPwgVG6A?si=2b2z4kCKtBcoreL2
https://youtu.be/Dv6fPwgVG6A?si=2b2z4kCKtBcoreL2
https://youtu.be/Dv6fPwgVG6A?si=2b2z4kCKtBcoreL2

who flew into a war zone to
evacuate children, honoring those
present: flight attendants Karen
Ryan, Ingrid Templeton, Pamela
Taylor, and Sally Pearl.

A deeply moving moment came

with the attendance of Al Topping,
Pan Am’s Country Director for
South Vietnam and Cambodia in
1975. His efforts to evacuate his staff
and children became the subject of
the television film Last Flight Out,
starring James Earl Jones.

Al Topping tells about the
“Last Flight Out.”

<« Watch Last
Flight Out

Adoptee Jared Rehberg performed
his original song Waking Up
American, moving many in the
audience to tears.

At the heart of the evening were

the adoptees themselves—those
who lived through the trauma,
uncertainty, and life-altering change
as infants. Carol Mason read a poem
honoring her birth mother, while
Thuy Williams, now a U.S. Army
veteran, gave thanks to her adoptive
family, Pan Am, and the military
members who made her rescue

possible. Her decision to serve in the
Army was her way of giving back.

A powerful element of the evening
was the unveiling of a new permanent
exhibit at the Pan Am Museum
called Connections, exploring the
human stories behind Operation
Babylift. The exhibit served as a
poignant backdrop to one of the
most emotional aspects of the
event—the real-life connections
formed between adoptees and Pan
Am flight attendants, fifty years after
the mission. Many of the adoptees
know very little about their past—no
photos, no names, only fragments

of memory. For several, the event
marked the first time they met
someone who may have been on

the flight that brought them to the
United States. These moments—
when an adoptee looked into the eyes
of a former flight attendant and saw
someone who might have held them
as an infant—were deeply powerful.
For the adoptees, it was a chance

to reclaim a missing piece of their
story; for the flight attendants, it was
a profound reminder of the impact
of their courage and care. The bonds

Jared Rehberg singing his song
“Waking Up American.”

(L to R) Al Topping, Linda Freire and
Steve Berg, grandson of Captain Bob
Berg (deceased) who flew last flight out
of Saigon.

formed that night were emotional,

healing, and enduring.

Other speakers included U.S.
Congressmen Mark Takano and
Derek Tan, both first-generation
Americans, who shared powerful
reflections on their families’
immigrant journeys from South
Vietnam. Also present were
representatives from the adoption
agencies that helped carry out the
evacuation. Representing the Ford
Foundation, Trustees Mark Halsema
and Karen Scowcroft, spoke with
deep admiration for President Ford’s
decision to launch the airlift.

The 50th Anniversary of

Operation Babylift was more

than a commemoration—it was a
reaffirmation of the human spirit. It
reminded us what’s possible when
compassion and courage overcome
fear, and when people come together
to serve others. Thanks to Pan Am
and its people, thousands of children
were given not just the gift of life—
but the promise of hope. ¥
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. We thank our many
World Wings - supporters and welcome
A Legacy to our new members
Celebrate

Nancy McAllister, President

Celebrating sixty-six active years of existence, our
forthcoming 56th convention in September, and millions
of dollars given to charities throughout the globe, our
members have voted to bring our beloved organization in
for a final landing. World Wings International, Inc., (WWI)
will cease operating on December 31 of this year. At that
time, all active memberships will continue with the Pan Am
Museum Foundation (PAMF). WWTI has 26 active chapters
and more than 100 members-at-large located throughout
the globe. We have 22 chapters in the United States and
four in Europe—London, Stockholm, Oslo, Paris/Brussels.
We've been quite a force.

Locally, we'll socialize with our friends without having to
maintain the requirements of officers, a treasury, formal
meetings, and conducting fundraising. Galas, celebrations
will still attract and involve many of us with the PAME
After all, maintaining our Pan Am bonds is a strong magnet
pulling us to gather wherever and whenever possible.

While we're sad to see WWI conclude, there is no one behind
us to keep it going. Time marches forward and we’re proud of
the differences we've made in the lives of those less fortunate.
Decades of friendships will prevail rooted in our love of Pan
Am. Looking ahead, our joining together with the goal of
preserving and promoting Pan Am’s place in aviation is the
right thing to do.

And just in case youd like to come along with us from
Seattle, we're accepting wait-list registrations for our
September 5-12 Alaska cruise. Plus, the night before we
sale, September 4th, the PAMF’s Annual Gala, “Across the
Pacific,” will take place at the Renaissance Seattle Hotel.
Those on the West Coast have an excellent opportunity to
join hundreds of Pan Am’ers for a wonderful
time on land and/or sea. Scan the QR code
or visit our website for complete details:
worldwingsinternational.net/alaska2025 -



http://worldwingsinternational.net/alaska2025
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